24O	THE   KNIGHTS   TEMPLARS
every noble house in France had a representative in one of
the Orders, and the king wanted to remove the risk of a
dangerous alliance between the brethren and the lords.
Philip had no need to fear the Teutonic Knights \ they
recruited almost exclusively in the Empire and were
relatively few in number. The Temple and the Hospital,
however, were both dangerous to him. The Hospitallers
were fighting in the Mediterranean and were for the present
out of the way; but the Grand Master of the Temple and a
third of the personnel of the Order were on French soil,
and there were other factors which made the Templars
peculiarly vulnerable to attack.
The extent of the feeling against the Templars as respon-
sible for the loss of the Holy Land has been grossly exag-
gerated, but there was considerable criticism of the military
Orders for failing to beat back the Moslems. The
Hospitallers shared with the Temple much of the blame for
the reverses in the East, but since the fall of Acre the
Hospital had shown greater energy than the Temple in the
war against Islam. The impression had gained ground that
the Temple was more interested in its financial operations
than in the fight against Islam, and Christendom had long
thought it a scandal that so many Templars should be resi-
dent in Europe when the Franks in the Holy Land were in
such dire peril. The Temple made large profits from its
banking functions, but when people saw the many and rich
establishments of the Order, they tended to look upon them
as maintained from the money contributed by the faithful
for the holy war. The future of the Order was a subject
of much discussion, and it was rumoured that de Molay
had brought all the wealth of the Temple to Paris and
intended to make no further expeditions against the Moslems.
Philip believed—or affected to believe—that the Temple
had fomented the riots in Paris against him, but although
the Order had suffered heavily from the king's frequent

